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OPINION 


When Christmas gets 

materialistic 

Every December, 
Americans 
participate in 
holiday shopping. 
Mothers receive 
massages and 
expensive perfumes 
that they already 
have and fathers are 
gifted fishing gear or socks, while kids and 
teenagers are given.... 
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FEATURES 


Robertson knows the 
steps that make the 
journey 

Most people begin 
setting goals and 
dreams they wish 
to fulfill in life at a 
young age. Once 
these goals have 
been set, they 
begin working 
toward them to 
make them a reality. Inevitably, there 
will be roadblocks.... 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


USM sells out fall 
musical shows 



Despite recently 
turning 31 years 
old, the Andrew 
Lloyd Webber 
musical “Phantom 
of the Opera” still 
remains a popular 
choice for theater 
attendees. When 
the University of 


SouthernMississippi’s school of music 
selected it as their fall production... 

- PAGE 5 


Adulting: the struggle 

College students inadequately 
prepared to perform life skills 



Sophomore Kaylee Lack attempts to do laundry at the Ellisville laundry room. Laundry is just one of many skills that some 
students today consider “adulting,” also known as doing something adults do. Photo illustration by Makayla Puckett 


OLIVIA WARD 

ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

Editor’s Note: “Adulting” - it’s a word 
that appeared almost a decade ago 
but became big in 2016, with 80,000 
mentions per month on social media, 
according to the “Washington Post” It’s 
been used in ad copy, been covered on 
Time.com, and is on the Words We’re 
Watching list for Merriam-Webster, 
which describes adulting as a verb: “to 
behave like an adult; to do the things 
that adults regularly have to do.” This 
month’s package investigates students 
today and their reluctance, uncertainty, 
or unpreparedness to become an adult 


Society changes with every 
generation. According to a 
new book “Beyond Texting,” 
Millennial, born between 1982- 
2000, constantly need guidance 
on face-to-face communication. The 
same goes for Gen Z, born after 2000. 
It’s one among many life skills parents 
and educators believe could use 
polishing. However, this isn’t the only 
aspect in the younger generations that 
needs attention. 

Even though these latest generations 
can be seen as genuine achievers, ahead 
on technology and always up to date 
on trends, it can be shown that they 
don’t know common skills. According 


to nypost.com, Millennial 
are shamelessly signing up 
for “adulting” classes to teach 
them to be grown up. The 
Adulting School teaches basic 
skills which are separated into five 
categories, including health and home 
repairs. 

When it comes to basic skills such 
as sewing on a button, changing oil or 
even cooking, this is where younger 
generations struggle. Everything in 
today’s world consists of fast delivery, 
carry out and instant gratification. 
The Radionian decided to survey 100 

see ADULTING page 7 


See related 
stories on 
page 9. 


Jingle Jazz concert to benefit 
children in need around JCJC 


BETHANY MORRIS 
BOBCAT PRESS EDITOR 


JCJC’s vocal ensembles, JC Voices and The Bridge, under the direction of Dr. Susan 
Smith, will sing several selections during “A Jingle Jazz Christmas.” Photo submitted 


SPORTS 


Bobcats end their year 8-2 

With the win against Hinds Community 
College on Oct. 21, the Bobcats clinched 
the Region 23 
South division title. 
“Anytime you beat 
a tough team like 
Hinds it’s great,” 
said Head coach 
Steve Buckely. “To 
win a division title 
shows how hard our 
coaching staff and 
our players... 

- PAGE 6 


Bobcat Search! 

Hidden somewhere in the 
paper is this Bobcat. When 
you find it, take a picture 
and post it as a reply on our 
Bobcat Press Facebook post 
and win a t-shirt! 


Visit us weekly at 



www.bobcatpress.com 


Jones County Junior College will 
host its annual Jingle Jazz Christmas 
featuring the JCJC Jazz Band, JC 
Voices and a new group, The Bridge, 
in the M.P. Bush Fine Arts Auditorium 
on Thursday Nov. 30 at 7 p.m. The 
evening will be filled with traditional 
and jazz renditions of Christmas 
classics. 

The Fine Arts Department asks that 
everyone bring one new unwrapped 
toy for admission into the concert. 
This collection of toys will be given 
to the Salvation Army’s “Angel Tree 
Project.” Gift suggestions include 
toys, sports equipment, board games 
and stuffed animals. 

All donations to the toy drive will 
cover the counties of Jones, Jasper, 
Wayne, Clarke, Smith and Simpson. 
This is the third year that the Jingle 
Jazz concert has benefited the 
Salvation Army angel tree toy drive. 

In addition to the concert, Santa will 
be in the Fine Arts Building before the 
concert at 6 p.m. to take pictures with 
those who bring a gift for the Salvation 
Army’s Angel Tree. The pictures with 
Santa are an additional gift from JCJC 
and Santa to show gratitude to those 
giving back to the community. 

JCJC Jazz Band, under the direction 
of Dr. Mackenzie Edgley, will perform 
holiday classics “O Holy Night,” “Sleigh 
Ride,” and “Big Band Holiday” along 


with other Christmas favorites. 

Vocal ensembles, JC Voices and 
The Bridge, under the direction of 
Dr. Susan Smith and accompanied by 
Dr. David Goldblatt, will sing holiday 
favorites such as “Gettin’ in the Mood 
for Christmas,” a melody of “The Man 
with the Bag” and “Santa Baby.” They 
will also perform the ballad “God 
Bless Us Everyone” recorded and 
made popular by Andrea Bocelli. 

The Bridge will also perform 
popular songs like the Pentatonix 


arrangements of “That’s Christmas 
to Me,” “Mary Did You Know,” and 
“White Winter Hymnal.” There will be 
student soloists and duets from both 
ensembles featured throughout the 
evening. 

JC Voices member Sarah Conn has 
performed with the JC Jazz Band in 
the past, but this will be her first time 
performing in JC Voices, and she is 
looking forward to the experience. 

“Jingle Jazz definitely captures the 

see JINGLE page 8 
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Dr. Wiest speaks to Honors Institute students 



USM history professor Dr. Andrew Weist tells stories of the Vietnam War as part of the Honors 
Institute speaker series. Photo By Bethany Morris 


Kristen Feraci 

FEATURES EDITOR 

On Oct. 30 Dr. Andrew Wiest came to 
Jones as part of the Charles Pickering 
Honors Institute’s speaker series. Wiest, 
who specializes in World War I and the 
Vietnam War and has been a part of the 
history department at the University 
of Southern Mississippi since 1987, told 
the students stories from the viewpoint 
of soldiers, their families and the effects 
war has on them all. 

Wiest has been a Visiting Senior 
Lecturer at the Royal Military Academy, 
Sandhurst in the United Kingdom and 
a Visiting Professor in the Department 
of Warfighting Strategy at the United 
States Air Force Air War College. In 
2011-2012 Dr. Wiest held the Charles 
W. Moorman Distinguished Alumni 
Professorship in the Humanities. Most 
summers, he leads a study abroad 
program in London and Normandy. 
The author is currently working on his 
seventeenth book, which will be about 
the wives and families of soldiers in the 
Vietnam War. 

Wiest referenced a few of his 
works including “Boys of ’67: Charlie 
Company’s War in Vietnam.” He talked 


about specific soldiers in the war and 
their stories. He wanted to portray 
the war the way that the soldiers and 
their families saw it and to do this, he 
had to study the individuals. He got to 
know the veterans and based all of his 
information on oral history. 

First, he talked about Duffy and Ida 
Black. They were married just three 


months before Ida received the letter 
from the chaplain that Duffy had been 
killed. Wiest read an excerpt from that 
letter. 

Next, he told the story of Jackie and 
Don Peterson. Don Peterson got to hold 
his son, Jimmy, only once before he had 
to leave for the war. 

“Don’t be a hero, you need to come 


back to me and Jimmy,” Jackie told Don. 

Soon after, Jackie became an 18-year- 
old widow. She hid his father’s identity 
from her son, but he found out when he 
was 16. 

“I miss him. He was my very best 
friend, we had great plans,” Jackie told 
Wiest. 

Wiest explained how life was for 
some of the soldiers after the war. The 
soldiers knew that the war would be bad, 
but they didn’t expect the hostility that 
they would come home to. Instead of 
coming home to a comforting, thankful 
country, the anti-war protesters called 
the veterans baby-killers. 

Wiest wanted to show how the war 
interacted with people’s lives and how 
now, 40 years later, it still is. 

Before the Vietnam War, PTSD wasn’t 
a well-known disorder. To deal with the 
painful flashbacks and thoughts they 
were having, many men turned to drugs 
and/or alcohol. The unit that Wiest 
studied for “Boys of‘67” had a 35 percent 
rate of alcoholism. He got letters from 
the wives of soldiers with PTSD, as they 
are often more open about it than their 
husbands. Wiest explained that PTSD is 


see WEIST page 8 


Music department announces 
spring musical, holds auditions 



Alyssa Pearce 

STAFF WRITER 

In the spring of 2018, 
both JCJC students and 
the public will be able 
to enjoy the musical 
production of “The King 
and I,” a classic story 
written by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein based on 
the events that occurred 
in the 1944 novel “Anna 
and the King of Siam.” 

“The story is about 
the King of Siam who 
sees it as prestigious to 
get a western education 
for his family, so he 
hires in a woman,” said 
Jennifer Bruton, JCJC 
musical theatre and voice 
director, “and doesn’t 
realize that she is a little 
headstrong and has her 
own ideas of about how 
things should be.” Bruton 
further explained, “It is a 
bit of a culture clash.” 

In most school 
productions of Broadway 
musicals, there is edited 
content, extended dance 


breaks and revised scenes 
for time. This will not be 
the case with the JCJC 
rendition of “The King 
and I.” 

“We may pare down 
some things for time, but 
never for content,” said 
Bruton. 

Bruton said she is a firm 
believer in using theatre 
to educate the community 
of social issues in a 
comfortable way, and she 
stated that this particular 
musical does a good job in 
raising that awareness. 

Auditions for the 
musical were held Friday, 
Nov. 3 in the Fine Arts 
Building. After a number 
of talented and passionate 
auditionees gave it their all 
at tryouts, the main cast 
was decided Friday, Nov. 
10 and will be announced 
before the end of the 
semester. Regardless, 
with a passionate cast 
and Bruton’s dedication 
to orchestrating a magical 

see MUSICAL page 8 



The December blood drive will be held Dec. 6 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. in the Home and Health Building. Donors will 
receive a t-shirt while supplies last. 


SGA plans stress-relieving finals 
week activities for students 



JCJC students wait in line for a late night breakfast study break. Photo by Bethany Morris 


JENNAH EDDINS 
STAFF WRITER 

JCJC’s Student 

Government Association 
constantly brainstorms 
ways to make Jones the 
best place it can be for 
students. 

Final exams are quickly 
approaching and it can 
leave many students 
feeling stressed out. To 
help students destress 
and take a break from 
their studying, SGA has 
planned some activities 
during finals week. 

SGA is teaming up with 
Southern Cross Animal 
Rescue in efforts to 
alleviate stress and spread 
awareness of the animal 
shelter. SCAR will bring 
in some of its youngest 
residents for students to 
play with. This will take 
place on Monday, Dec. 11. 

“The puppies were 
my favorite finals week 
activity my freshman year. 
I can’t wait to see more 
puppies this year! It was a 
great way to help me get 
rid of stress,” said Hannah 
Burks, SGA vice president. 

Another activity taking 
place will be breakfast at 
night. This is projected 
to be on Tuesday of finals 
week and it will be located 
in the cafeteria. Breakfast 
at night has attracted 


huge crowds each year, 
so it is likely that it’ll be 
very popular this year as 
well. Dorm residents and 
students with a meal plan 
can attend the breakfast 
and have it covered under 
their meal plan. 

All throughout finals 
week, there will be play 
dough set up in the library 
for students to play with 
as a way to take a break 
and squeeze away stress 
after hitting the books. 
There will also be coloring 
pages with crayons and 
markers set up. 

Although there isn’t a 
set time yet, SGA is also 


planning to have a “blow 
your stress away” day. It 
will be bubble themed, 
including bubble gum, 
bubble wrap, bottles of 
bubbles and more. 

“Everything except 
for the breakfast will be 
located in the library,” 
said Sonya Dykes, SGA 
director. 

The schedule for finals 
is as follows: 

Monday, December 11: 
A Period, 7 a.m.-9:30 a.m. 
C Period, 9:45 a.m.-12:15 
p.m. E period, 12:30 p.m.- 
3:00 p.m. G period, 3:15 
p.m.-5:45 p.m. 

Tuesday, December 12: 2 


Period, 8 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 4 
Period, 10:45 a.m.-l:15 p.m. 
6 Period, 1:30 p.m.-4 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 
13: B Period, 8 a.m-10:30 
a.m. D Period, 10:45 a.m.- 
1:15 p.m. F Period, 1:30 
p.m.-4 p.m. 

Thursday, December 14: 
1 Period, 7 a.m.-9:30 a.m. 
3 Period, 9:45 a.m.-12:15 
p.m. 5 Period 12:30 p.m.-3 
p.m. 

Vocational exams 

will be given Thursday, 
December 14 at 7:30 a.m. 
Evening exams will be 
given on the day that the 
class is taken at 6 p.m. 


Walters paintings displayed at JCJC 



Emma Atwood looks at the work on display in the Eula Bass-Lewis Gallery. Amy Walters will 
have her work on display until December 1. Photo by Sam Houston 


Py’Necious Cowart 
Staff Writer 

Jones County Junior 
College is known for the 
different works of art from 
talented artists that are 
exhibited in the Eula Bass- 
Lewis Gallery throughout 
the school year. Realism 
painter Amy Walters’s 
artwork was on display in 
the gallery Nov. 6-Dec. 1. 

The theme of the 
artwork featured in 
the gallery was mainly 
centered around music. 
Her painting thrives 
with color to express 
contrasting energies. 
Many of Walters’ abstract 
designs are created with 
the “New Orlean’s Street 
bands” in mind. Walters 
has many distinctive 
styles of painting 
including: abstract 


expressionism figurative, 
fine arts and abstract 
realism. She is known for 
her multicolored canvas 
which are normally 
acrylic with a black frame. 


Walters said, “I don’t have 
a particular title for this 
collection, but my artwork 
was mostly inspired 
by music and different 
structures.” 


Walters studied 

painting at the University 
of Mississippi. Her 
works have been shown 


see ART page 8 
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Editorial 


Note community colleges 

In 2017, it is common or expected for high school 
students to pursue some sort of higher education. For 
many, this calls for choosing between university or 
community/junior college. This choice can be difficult 
because of the stigma around some higher education 
institutions. 

Going to a community or junior college first is just as 
good as going straight to a university. The education 
you get at a community/junior college is as valid as 
that attained at a university. 

Many students choose community college first 
for a multitude of reasons. Community colleges are 
generally less expensive than universities and the 
general education credits earned at one are the same 
as the ones gained at universities. 

Students may choose to pursue their general 
education credits at a smaller school so they can focus 
on their major at university. A study conducted by the 
National Association for College Admission Counseling 
found that “when looking only at public four-year 
colleges, 66 percent of transfer students come from 
community colleges.” 

Many community colleges also offer the same 
amenities as traditional universities. There are dorms, 
cafeterias, libraries and more. There are also the 
same sports played, such as football, soccer, baseball 
and others. Community colleges also have the same 
student life opportunities as large universities. 

Students on community college campuses have the 
chance to mature more before being pushed out into 
university life. This makes the transfer to college life 
easier. At community college, students can learn how 
to be a successful adult without having to worry about 
keeping up with something as large as a university. 

Community colleges generally offer smaller classes, 
and this helps students and teachers get to know each 
other better. These smaller classes can offer more 
one-to-one teaching time, and questions are more 
thoroughly answered. 

It’s not just those of us locally who appreciate what 
we have. A 2015 study by WalletHub said Mississippi 
had the nation’s top community college system. Those 
findings were based on costs, classroom experience, 
education outcomes and career outcomes. 

The staff at The Radionian firmly believes that 
going to community college is just as valuable 
as spending freshman and sophomore years at 
university. Graduates of JCJC from all over the state 
come back and tell stories about how they wish 
the school was a four year institution. Students at 
community college make lifelong friends and get their 
schooling too. Community college should always be an 
option for students everywhere. 


We encourage freedom of speech. Write a 
Letter to the Editor. 

Your letter may be no more than 500 words, must be signed, and 
include an address and phone number. 

Mail your letter to The Radionian, JCJC, 900 South Court Street, 
Ellisville MS 39437 

or bring by McClellan Hall, Room 117. 

Deadline for letters is the 15th of every month. 

Opinions are not necessarily those of The Radionian, and they 
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the college. The Editor 
reserves the right to reject submitted materials and may edit any 
materials used in The Radionian. 



When Christmas gets materialistic 


Meghan Fuller 

STAFF WRITER 

EveryDecember, 
Americans participate in 
the dangerous activity of 
holiday shopping. Mothers 
receive massages and 
expensive perfumes that 
they already have and 
fathers are gifted fishing 
gear or socks, while kids 
and teenagers are given 
toys, cars and candy among 
other requested presents. 
What we fail to see during 
every reoccurring holiday 
season is the amount of 


money we spend in order 
to create happiness for 
our family members. And 
for what reason, to boast 
about our wealth? Or do we 
honestly believe that the 
materialism of Christmas 
can bring together a family 
as well as sustain our greed 
for another year to come? 

When a child receives 
a gift, whether expensive 
or not, it is used for only 
a short amount of time, 
which is not only wasteful, 
but also renders the toy/ 
clothing/item useless 
through the view of the 


child. Why spend such an 
unnecessary amount of 
money on something to 
be thrown away in a year? 
Why not use that money 
on groceries or bills to be 
paid? Instead of buying an 
item, save that money for a 
future vacation so that the 
family can bond and learn 
more about what it means 
to grow with one another. 

While kids and teenagers 
get caught up in the “I want” 
syndrome of Christmas, 
parents do as well. Cutting 
costs is one thing, but 
limiting yourself to an “I 


need” mentality is another 
struggle Americans have 
yet to face. It’s not that 
people don’t deserve a little 
treat every once in a while, 
but watching prices could 
save us from an empty 
bank account. Not only do 
we need to put a pause on 
the rapid spending, but 
focusing on the generosity 
of Christmas could benefit 
families with extremely 
significant needs. 

The average American 
spends $700 per year on 

see MATERIAL page 7 


Russians purchase candidate slandering ads 


Alyssa Pearce 

STAFF WRITER 

The 2016 presidential 
elections were intense 
times for the American 
people. Two prominent 
parties with two different, 
distinctive and absolute 
visions for what the future 
of the nation should 
be faced off in political 
warfare. In this divide, 
there was controversy 
after controversy building 
up around the two major 


candidates. One major 
topic of conversation 
regarding the two 
notorious presidential 
candidates was Russia and 
the ties that, particularly, 
our current president has 
with the European nation. 

Furthering the 

controversy, it has been 
reported on numerous 
dates in 2017 that both 
Twitter and Facebook have 
had biased advertisements 
promoting or demoting 
either 2016 presidential 


candidate during the 
election season. In fact, 
attested by FoxNews.com, 
Facebook has reportedly 
uncovered $100,000 in 
fraudulent accounts that 
are believed to be affiliated 
with Russian operations 
demoting Hillary Clinton 
and advertising false 
information regarding 
both her campaign and 
her statistics. According 
to online articles by both 
Fox News and Business 
Insider, popular Russian- 


linked accounts on 
Facebook, such as “Heart 
of Texas,” which posed as 
a Texas-based party, made 
defaming memes about 
Clinton and provided false 
veteran-related statistics 
in hopes of besmirching 
both Clinton and her 
potential votes. 

Of the 450 Russian- 
linked accounts on 
Facebook, it has been 
disclosed that 22 accounts 


see RUSSIA page 7 


First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States 

Congress shall make no law respecting an 
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exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances. 
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Should vaccines really be a serious concern? 


Olivia Ward 

ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

Vaccines have been 
considered one of the 
greatest achievements 
made in science. They are 
known for fighting against 
common yet deadly 
diseases such as smallpox, 
measles, polio and cervical 
cancer. Even though 
science has found a way 
to fight off such diseases, 
concerns of side effects 


and differing beliefs have 
spread over the past two 
decades. 

Over the years, 
it has been said that 
vaccines are connected 
to autism. However, this 
myth has constantly been 
studied by scientists 
in order to confirm its 
veracity. According 

to historyofvaccines. 
org it states, “Vaccines 
have perhaps received 
more scrutiny that any 


other speculated cause 
of ASD, and the great 
majority of scientists, 
physicians, and public 
health researchers have 
come to the conclusion 
that there is no association 
between vaccines 

and autism.” In 1998 
gastroenterologist Andrew 
Wakefield researched 
the connections between 
autism and MMR, however, 
after 12 years, he could not 
find anything. Like him and 


many other researchers, 
the conclusion has been 
the same. It is clear that 
ASD should not be a reason 
to avoid vaccines. There is 
no scientific connection 
between the two that 
cause side effects among 
children or even adults. 

A human’s immune 
system fights off germs 
that could potentially 
harm one’s body. Vaccines 
are p roduced in or der to 
see VACCINES page 7 


| Sanctuary cities - Opposing Viewpoints f 



In today’s society, 
immigrants are one of the 
most marginalized groups 
of people. These people 
come to the United States 
looking for shelter, work 
and peace. The biggest 
areas they take shelter in 
are the sanctuary cities. 

“Sanctuary city” is the 
general term to describe 
the over 300 cities that 
do not fully comply with 
federal immigration 
efforts. These include 
such as San Francisco, 
Chicago, Austin and Los 
Angeles. 

Since these cities 
receive federal funding 


while also protecting 
those that may not be here 
legally, President Donald 
Trump has threatened 
to crack down on these 
cities and pull funding 
according to his contract 
pledge. 

This threat was 
supposed to come into 
action during his first 100 
days in office, but it did 
not. Many believe that it 
will never happen at all. 

Many legal experts 
believe that it will be 
difficult to put the pull¬ 
funding plan into action. 
According to a Politico 
article, “Phil Torrey, 
a lecturer at Harvard 
Law School and the 
supervising attorney of 
the Harvard Immigration 

see SANCTUARY page 7 



Sanctuary cities are 
commonly described 
as areas that limit 
the cooperation of 
government-enforced 
immigration laws in order 
to encourage immigrants 
to perform domestic acts 
such as reporting crimes, 
using health and social 
services and enrolling 
children in public or private 
schools without fear of 
deportation. Whether 
or not sanctuary cities 
should aid government 
mandate or parallel, is a 
controversial topic. Those 
in favor popularly argue 
that federal enforcement 
is not the responsibility of 


local governments, while 
those in opposition state 
that localities should assist 
federal immigration laws. 

The first idea of a 
sanctuary city began with 
Berkeley, California, in 1971, 
when the city protected 
sailors that wished to 
resist the Vietnam War. 
Since then, sanctuary 
cities have grown to San 
Francisco prohibiting fund 
or resource assistance 
to Immigration Custom 
Enforcement (ICE) in 1989 
and refusing cooperation 
with detainer requests, as 
stated by Wikipedia. 

According to Fox News, 
there are around 300 
sanctuary jurisdictions 
and at least five known 
states that limit federal 

see VIEWPOINT page 7 
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Robertson knows the steps that make the journey 


Julia Berry 

STAFF WRITER 

Most people begin 
setting goals and dreams 
they wish to fulfill in life at 
a young age. Once these 
goals have been set, they 
begin working toward 
them to make them a 
reality. Inevitably, there 
will be roadblocks. For 
Cody Robertson, these 
roadblocks came early in 
life. 

When he was nine 
years old, Robertson was 
hospitalized for chronic 
pancreatitis. Along with 
his illness came severe 
pain and weakness that 
eventually and ultimately 
caused him to miss a good 
portion of his elementary 


and high school years. 
When he was 17, he earned 
his GED. Shortly after, he 
started school at Jones 
County Junior College. 

His major was industrial 
electronics, where he 
was ranked in the top of 
the program. Robertson 
said, “It is easy to make 
good grades when you’re 
passionate about what 
you’re doing.” 

In fact, Robertson loved 
his major so much that he is 
now a teacher of industrial 
electronics on campus. 

“Mr. Robertson definitely 
teaches with passion and 
encourages his students to 
succeed. There is no doubt 
he is doing what he loves,” 
said Jordan Breland, a 
student in his first semester 


in the course. 

Robertson graduated 

from JCJC in May of 2016 
and took his teaching 
position after the former 
professor’s retirement 

over the summer. It might 
seem like Robertson has 
had quite the fortunate and 
lucky journey so far, but 
the steps he had to take to 
get here helped shape him 
into who he is today. 

One result of being in and 
out of hospitals throughout 
his school years was 
lack of motivation for 
his schoolwork. Once he 
was able to go back to 
school he was thrust back 
into reality. Robertson 
struggled at first, but he 
credits his illness for giving 
him the most hardcore 



Instructor Cody Robertson explains lab equipment to Jordan Breland. Photo by Sam Houston 


determination. 

“I contribute what I have 
now to what I have been 
through,” said Robertson. 


Robertson’s illness has 
left him with long-term 
effects that he has to 
deal with on a daily basis. 


For example, he has to 
calculate everything he 


see ROBERTSON page 8 


JCJC's Stacy Ruth is named MS Humanities Teacher of the Year 


Kristen Feraci 

FEATURES EDITOR 

JCJC Social Science 
instructor, Stacy Ruth, was 
selected to be Mississippi’s 
Humanities teacher of the 
year. 

After her initial selection, 
she was honored by the 
Mississippi Humanities 
Council on Nov. 8 in the 
Fine Arts Auditorium. 
She was also honored 
in Jackson where she 
received a cash award and 
a plaque. 

“It’s an honor, for sure. 
It’s nice to be recognized 
be your colleagues for 
doing something you 


enjoy,” said Ruth. 

Ruth’s presentation on 
Nov. 8, “The Evolution 
of Family Through 
Animation,” was free to 
the public. It was about 
the connection between 
cartoons and family and 
the overall history of the 
family. She explained 
that mainstream culture 
is always changing, and 
with it, ideas of family. 
She talked about how on 
television, family is shown 
as something filled with 
both drama and humor. 

Her presentation had a 
central idea of whether or 
not a family has a stigma 
placed on it to be a certain 


way. She showed that 
cartoons and animation 
have affected the way that 
people think a family is 
supposed to be. 

“We are all trying to 
make that perfect family,” 
said Ruth. 

Ruth is involved in the 
Executive Committee 
for the Alabama and 
Mississippi Sociological 
Association, the board of 
Jones County Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes, 
the State Committee for 
HIV Prevention and the 
World Congress on Civic 
Education in Cape Town, 
South Africa. 

Ruth also serves on the 


advisement board for the 
JCJC Baptist Student Union 
and has accompanied the 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes on mission trips. 
Ruth was also voted one of 
the top five instructors at 
JCJC by her administrators 
and co-workers. She is 
beginning her twenty-fifth 
year teaching sociology, 
marriage and family, and 
social problems at Jones. 

“I never want to leave 
her class,” said Alissa 
Sartor, sophomore. “Her 
lectures are so interesting. 
No matter what your 
major is, you should take 
her marriage and family 

see RUTH page 8 



Honoring Ruth were, left to right, Dr. Jesse Smith, Candace 
Weaver, Molly Conway, Ruth, Dr. Ronald Bishop and Jason 
Dedwylder. Photo by Teresa McCreery 


New Pearl Diner 
brings comfort food 


FUN 

FOOD 

by Jennah 

Eddins 

The Pearl Diner, which 
opened earlier this fall, is 
bringing a new flavor to 
downtown Laurel: home 
style comfort food. 

Located on 330 N. 
Magnolia Street, The Pearl 
Diner is in the middle of all 
of the hustle and bustle of 
Downtown Laurel, across 
from Lee’s Coffee and Tea 
and the Laurel Main Street 
office. 

The Pearl Diner is unique 
because, unlike most 
restaurants, the menu varies 
daily depending on what 
Ms. Pearl, namesake of the 
restaurant, is cooking. Ms. 
Pearl uses family recipes 
for her menu items, and 
she learned to cook from 
other women in her family. 
The restaurant is open 
Tuesdays through Fridays. 
They start serving food at 
11 a.m. and stop when they 
run out. Ms. Pearl and her 
carefully-selected cooking 
crew make everything in- 
house from scratch. 

Ms. Pearl said, “Everything 
I make is from scratch. All 
of the vegetables come 
straight from the garden to 


the kitchen.” 

Some main dishes that 
can be expected are fried 
chicken, baked chicken, 
fried pork chops, red beans 
and rice and meatloaf. Sides 
that are served include 
turnip greens, mac and 
cheese, black-eyed peas, 
rice and gravy, lima beans, 
mashed potatoes, cabbage, 
candied yams, string beans 
and cornbread. Desserts 
range from banana pudding 
to peach cobbler. 

Ms. Pearl, a Jones county 
native, opened up her 
diner with Josh Nowell, 
who she met through the 
Jones County Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Pearl Diner is a great 
place for college students 
who miss home-cooked 
meals to go. It is budget 
friendly, as most meals cost 
between $9-$12. The wait 
staff and cashiers are warm 
and sincere, and they want 
their customers to have a 
great experience. 

JCJC nursing students 
loved the food at Pearl’s. 
The ADN students decided 
to visit during their lunch 
break. Neisi Jordan said 
that Pearl’s Diner reminded 
her of home, and Cassidy 
Lofton appreciated the 

see PEARL page 8 




JCJC nursing students enjoy their lunch break at Pearl’s 
Diner in downtown Laurel. Photo by Bethany Morris 


Student turns her passion into a sport 



McClellan poses next to one of her horses Photo submitted 


Py’Necious Cowart 

STAFF WRITER 

Elaine McClellan, a Jones 
County Junior College 
sophomore, is an active 
and well-acknowledged 
horse-racer. 

When she was just 
two years old, Elaine’s 
grandfather began 

teaching her to ride 
horses. It didn’t take 
long for her to fall in 
love with this sport and 
passionately devote her 
time to becoming a skilled 
rider. After some time, 
she began to compete in 
races. 

The daughter of 
Shannon Meek and Rick 
McClellan has five horses, 
with Cracker being her 
favorite because she’s won 
the most awards with him. 
She divides up time during 
the day and at night to 
practice on each of her 
horses. 

“It’s a lot of work put in 


to preparing for a race, a 
lot of practice but I love it, 
so I give 100 percent,” said 
McClellan. 

She has raced all over 
Mississippi and even 
competed in major events 
across Alabama and 
Tennessee. In 2015 as a 
member of 4-H in high 
school she competed in 
Meridian and qualified for 
state in pole binding and 
barrels. 

Soon after she 
qualified for regionals 
in pole binding and 
barrels at a tournament 
in Jackson. McClellan 
has won many awards 
and received money 
for her extraordinary 
performances. 

“I always say a prayer 
before each race. These 
horses are big animals 
with a mind of their own, 
and they can hurt you in 
an instant,” McClellan said. 

A sixth-generation 
attendee of Jones, 


McClellan was originally 
offered a rodeo 
scholarship to attend 
Pearl River Community 
College but turned it down 
to continue her family 
tradition as a Bobcat. 

She now majors in 
Agriculture business 
and minors in animal 
science. After graduating 


from Jones she plans to 
attend Mississippi State 
University or University 
of Mississippi and work 
toward a higher degree. 

McClellan said she also 
plans to continue racing 
and hopes to one day 
open a ranch of her own 

see PASSION page 8 


JCJC first Criminal Justice chapter in MS 



Left to right, Brittany McCuistion, Jordan Thurman, 
Amber Davis, Kentessa Fairley, Desirae Hankins, Jay 
Yarbrough and Chelsae Anderson. Photo by Makayla Puckett 


Makayla Puckett 

NEWS EDITOR 

Jones County Junior 
College is home to the 
American Criminal Justice 
Association’s first chapter 
in Mississippi. The JCJC 
chapter has been inactive 
since 1987, however, 13 
members and advisor Jay 
Yarbrough have brought 
the Alpha Chi Gamma 
chapter back to life. 

The national 
association was founded 
in the 1920s to train peace 
officers, but has since 
changed its mission. 

“This national 

organization will 

provide students with 
opportunities for 

scholarships, conferences 


and many other 
benefits,” said Yarbrough. 
Membership in the 
association also gives 
students access to one- 
on-one guidance. 

“The purpose is to allow 
students to find mentors 
that have pursued degrees 
in their desired major 
not only locally but also 
nationally,” said Chelsea 
Anderson, president of 
JCJC’s chapter. On top of 
being a resume builder, the 
American Criminal Justice 
Association is a way for 
students to network. 

“Students should join 
to improve their resume 
and to gain lifelong 
mentors to increase their 
chances in finding a job,” 
said Anderson. Students 


can also branch out and 
connect with current 
members from across the 
country. 

Officers of the JCJC 
chapter of Alpha Chi 
Gamma include Vice 


President Desirae Hankins, 
Secretary Amber Davis 
and Treasurer Kentessa 
Fairley. Additional active 
members are Rhonda 

see JUSTICE page 8 
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USM sells out fall musical shows 


USM’s “Phantom of the Opera” cast takes their final bows on stage. Photo by Makayla Puckett 


Makayla Puckett 

NEWS EDITOR 

Despite recently turning 
31 years old, the Andrew 
Lloyd Webber musical 
“Phantom of the Opera” still 
remains a popular choice 
for theater attendees. 
When the University of 
SouthernMississippi’s 
school of music selected it 
as their fall production, it is 
no surprise each show sold 
out before opening day. 

To pull off such a large, 
well-known production is 
not an easy task; however, 
the Southern Opera and 
Musical Theatre Company 
proved they were up for 
the challenge. The show 
was performed a total of six 
times alternating between 
two casts each night. 
Opening night was Oct. 26 


and the final performance 
was held on Nov. 4. 
Directed by Mike Lopinto, 
the musical was held in the 
Mannoni Permorming Arts 
Center on USM’s campus. 

The classic musical 
features an opera house 
in Paris which is filled 
with romance, mystery 
and suspense. Protagonist 
Christine Daae is caught 
in a love triangle between 
a childhood friend and a 
mysterious “angel of music” 
who hides in the shadows 
of the opera house as she 
tries to further her musical 
career. At the start of the 
musical, Christine is simply 
a dancer who is given an 
opportunity to sing once 
the managers discover her 
talent. She gives the credit 
of her abilities to her secret 


and strict tutor who she 
claims is always watching 
her. 

No one believes the 
Phantom exists until 
letters start to appear 
with demands for how 
the opera should run. 
When those demands are 
disobeyed chaos ensues. In 
the midst of the madness 
Christine agrees to marry 
Raoul but the engagement 
must be kept a secret. 
Act two begins with a 
masquerade ball in which 
the Phantom interrupts 
the fun by demanding the 
opera company put on an 
opera he wrote. When the 
opera is performed the 
Phantom sneaks on stage 
and kidnaps Christine. 
Raoul tries to save her but 
is instead caught in a trap, 


forcing Christine to make 
a choice. The musical ends 
with Christine and her 


lover escaping with the 
only trace of the Phantom 
remaining being his 


trademark mask. 


see OPERA page 7 



Moscow Ballet 
comes to 
Hattiesburg 


Next 'Star Wars' opens Dec 


Harrison Walley 

STAFF WRITER 

Since its inception in 1977, “Star 
Wars” has become an icon in sci- 
fi. Ranging from the ever-iconic 
Darth Vader and his legion of 
Stormtroopers to the Death Star, 
“Star Wars” has been one of the 
most well-known movie series for 
decades.Once the prequel trilogy 
showed the rise of figures like 
Darth Vader and the origins of 
key characters from the original 
trilogy ended, the movie series for 
“Star Wars” fell silent for several 
years. While there were several 
comics, books and even a multi¬ 
season animated show, there were 
no movies that bore the name “Star 
Wars” until 2015. During that year, 
the seventh movie in the series, 
“Star Wars: The Force Awakens,” 


was released. 

Taking place 30 years after 
the defeat of the Empire and the 
destruction of the second Death 
Star, the movie shows iconic 
characters such as Han Solo, 
Chewbacca and Princess Leia 
fighting the First Order. The last of 
the Jedi Knights, Luke Skywalker, 
is nowhere to be found, and the 
First Order is vying to obtain the 
map housed within a small robot 
that will lead them right to Luke. 
The movie shows a band of new 
characters fighting against the First 
Order, such as Rey, a girl toughened 
through years of scavenging on an 
unforgiving planet, serving as the 
main protagonist alongside Finn, 
a defector from the ranks of the 
Stormtroopers. 


see STAR page 7 



Christmas Parade coming Dec. 2 


Olivia Ward 

ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

For 25 years the Moscow 
Ballet has performed 
marvelous performances 
all over the world, 
producing award-winning 
seasons from NYC to 
Calgary. They perform, on 
average, over 100 shows 
during November and 
December. It combines 
the highest traditions of 
playful puppets, colorful 
backdrops with 3-D effect 
and hundreds of costumes. 

The Moscow Ballet began 
in 1979 when Leonid Kozlov 
and Alexander Gudunov 
met with producer and 
New York Julliard School 
graduate Akiva Talmi. 

Talmi traveled to Moscow 
many times showcasing 
tours from 1988 to 1991. 
During this time he met 
soloist Stanislav Vlasov 
and created one of the best 
international companies 
known today as “Moscow 
Ballet.” Over the years, 
they have added classic 
productions including 
“Romeo and Juliet,” 
“Carmen,” “Cinderella,” 
“Sleeping Beauty” and 
“Swan Lake.” 

Their latest ballet, “Great 
Russian Nutcracker,” was 
performed in Hattiesburg 
on Nov. 14 for their 25th 
anniversary. It premiered 
at the Historic Saenger 
Theater. 

To celebrate the 
Christmas spirit, all ages 



Riley Bridges, JCJC 
freshman, reads the Moscow 
Ballet flyer. Photo by Olivia 
Ward 

were invited to see the 
company’s 40 ballerinas 
and dancers moving 
in their costumes that 
were inspired by the 
Victorian era. Set concept 
designer Carl Sprague 
created backdrops for the 
performance. The Russian 
focus included life-sized 
Matryoshka Dolls, Russian 
folk legends Ded Moroz, 
Snegurochka and Troika 
SHgh. 

The performance in 
Hattiesburg was most 
definitely one for the 
books. The Moscow Ballet’s 
“Great Russian Nutcracker” 
perfected their classic 
story and Hattiesburg 
was certainly pleased and 
grateful to have them in 
Mississippi. 


Julia Berry 

STAFF WRITER 

Laurel’s annual Sertoma 
Christmas parade is right 
around the corner. Each 
year on the first Saturday in 
December the community 
comes together to watch 
the parade and enjoy time 
with family and friends 
in downtown Laurel. The 
parade is always a great 
way to spread the holiday 
spirit. 

When the parade first 
made its appearance in 
Laurel it was named the 
Merchants Parade. It got 
its original name from 
the downtown merchants 
who sponsored it. Then 
in 1972, the Jaycees took 
over the parade, renaming 
it Jaycees Parade. The 


Sertoma Club officially 
took ownership of the 
parade in 1982. The 
Sertoma Christmas parade 
is the biggest Christmas 
parade in Mississippi. 

This year is the 35th 
annual Christmas parade. 
The theme of the parade 
this year is “Unity for 
Christmas.” It will be held 
Dec. 2 at 10 a.m. There will 
be floats and marching 
bands making their way 
down the streets. Santa 
will also make his annual 
appearance by throwing 
candy to the crowd. 

“I am excited that our 
color guard has a new 
routine, and we get to 
wear ugly Christmas 
sweaters,” said freshman 
Kate Ware, a member of 
the color guard at Jones 


County Junior College. 

Laurel’s Christmas 
parade wouldn’t be the 
same without its annual 
Pancake Day hosted by 


the Kiwanis Club of Laurel. 
It is a great opportunity 
for family and friends to 
sit d own and enjoy e ach 

see PARADE page 7 
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City of Laurel 
Jones County EDA 
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Btakeney Communications - B9S 
Proflow Motorsports 
Sawmill Square Mall 
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The website announcing the 35 Annual Sertoma Christmas 
Parade. Photo by Bethany Morris 


Video games celebrate holidays 


December Events 



GAME 

GURU 

by Harrison 

Walley 


With another year 
coming to a close, parents 
and children alike are 
getting in the holiday spirit. 
TV channels are starting 
to air old holiday classics, 
and it won’t be long 
before students are out 
of school and celebrating 
the Christmas season. The 
holiday spirit is everywhere, 
even in video games. 
People in the virtual world 
of video games are getting 
into the mood of the real- 
world holiday. Some games 
celebrate the holiday in a 



Brand new “Minecraft” and “Fallout 4” cases from GameStop 
in Laurel, MS. Photo by Olivia Ward 


minor fashion more akin 
to a hidden secret, while 
others are much more open 
and blatant about their 
celebration of the holiday. 

Betheda’s “Fallout 4” 
celebrates Christmas in a 
way that’s subtle and can 
easily be overlooked or 
never seen, but when this 
clever easter egg is seen, 
it enhances the world of 
“Fallout 4” and makes it all 
the more believable. If the 
player visits the settlement 
of Diamond City on the 
twenty-fifth of December 
in-game, they will find that 
even people in the post¬ 
apocalypse still celebrate 
the age-old holiday known 
as Christmas. Surprisingly 
intact and colorful 
Christmas lights are strung 


from the broken and rusted 
rooftops, and ornament- 
adorned trees are set up in 
a number of places around 
the city’s market. As they 
do with most events that 
happen in the game, the 
city’s guards will also make 


passing comments about 
the holiday when spoken 
to. It’s such a shame that 
none of the city’s residents 
seem to be in a present¬ 
giving mood, though. 


see GAMES page 8 


Pancake Breakfast- 
Dec. 2- $6 at The 
Pentecostal Church 
of God from 7:30-10 
a.m. 

Book Release: 

Talking Pillow by 
Angela Ball- Dec. 1 
at T-Bones Records 
& Cafe from 8:30- 
9:30 

Riley Green-Dec. 
1 at Brewskey’s, 
Hattiesburg MS 
Ellisville Christmas 
Parade Dec. 2 in 
Jones County 
Walking with Pride 
Annual Fashion 
Show- Dec. 3 at 
Elegant Creations 
Boutique in 


Hattiesburg, MS 
from 7-11:30 p.m. 
The Prom Knights- 
Dec. 8 at Brewsky’s 
in Hattiesburg, MS 
BrewHoHo at 

Hattiesburg Saenger 
Theater-$70 on Dec. 
9 at 8:30 p.m. and 
Dec. 10 at 12 a.m. 

All White Day 
Party-Dec. 17 $21 at 
Cameron Center in 
Laurel, MS from 3-8 
p.m. 

Jeff Bates “Once 
Upon a Star” 
Christmas Show- 
Dec. 17 at Temple 
Baptist Church of 
Petal at 10 p.m. 
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Bobcats end their year 8-2 



Quarterback Chris Weaver drops back for a pass attempt against Hinds during the Homecoming game. Photo by Makayla Puckett 


Zach McClain 

SPORTS EDITOR 

With the win against 
Hinds Community College 
on Oct. 21, the Bobcats 
clinched the Region 23 
South division title. 

“Anytime you beat a 
tough team like Hinds it’s 
great,” said Head coach 
Steve Buckely. “To win 
a division title shows 
how hard our coaching 
staff and our players 
worked to achieve this 
championship.” The next 
and final regular season 
game for the Bobcats was 
against the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College 
Bulldogs. 

The Bobcats offense 
would put up an impressive 
performance on Oct. 28 
with the Bobcats racking 
up their eight consecutive 
win. The rushing game was 
the main factor for the 
Bobcats 38-24 win against 
the Bulldogs. 

“We knew we had to 
come out of the MGCCC 
game with a win to give 
us a high seed in the 
playoffs. A win against one 


of our biggest rivals to put 
us in a position to play 
in the playoffs is always 
an achievement for our 
program,” said Buckley. 

Sophomore running 
backs Scott Phillips and 
DeShawn Smith were the 
workhorses for the Bobcat 
offense. Phillips ran the 
ball 31 times for 154 yards 
and three touchdowns; 
Smith carried the ball 17 
times for 138 yards. The 
Bobcat defense would 
completely shut down the 
MGCCC offense. Defensive 
linemen Brandon Young 
and Semaji Thomas 
combined for 12 tackles. 
Young racked up four 
tackles and two tackles for 
loss, while Thomas pulled 
in five tackles and one 
tackle for loss against the 
Bulldogs. Defensive tackle 
Jordan Beaton collected 
six tackles, one sack, one 
tackle for loss and a forced 
fumble. 

After the win against 
MGCCC, the Bobcats 
would be matched up 
with the East Mississippi 

see BOBCATS page 7 


New coach Bolden 
inspires on and off 
basketball court 



Coach Bolden observes players at practice. Photo by 
Bethany Morris 


Bethany Morris 

BOBCAT PRESS EDITOR 

Coach Randy Bolden 
is the new head coach 
of Men’s Basketball at 
JCJC. Bolden, who has 
played internationally 
and was the head coach 
at Meridian High School 


for nine years and 
assistant coach at Hinds 
Community College last 
season, was drawn to 
Jones because of the 
tradition, great faculty 
and the college’s great 
reputation. 


see BOLDEN page 7 


Should athletes leave 
college early for the 
professional ranks? 


Zach McClain 

SPORTS EDITOR 

Many successful 
college athletes leave 
college within two years 
after being recruited. 
Why is this happening? 
College athletes are 
being pursued much 
earlier in this day and 
age from professional 
sports teams. Even if 
these sports teams are 
promising money and a 
chance to play in the next 
level, should athletes 
give up the pursuit of a 
higher education? 

All major college sports 
have felt the effects of 
athletes leaving early 
for the professional 
ranks, none more than 


the sport of basketball. 
Many college programs 
have been NBA player 
factories by getting one 
good year out of a player 
and then letting them 
leave for the draft. These 
players that leave after 
one or two years playing 
college basketball are 
called a “one and done.” 
The most notable 
program to embrace this 
concept is the University 
of Kentucky. 

Many people agree 
with the decisions that 
young college athletes 
make to leave school 
early. In an article 
from Bleacher Report, 
athletes leave school 


see LEAVING page 7 


Lady Bobcats win back-to- 
back MACJC/Region 23 title 

Sam Houston 

STAFF WRITER 


Lady Bobcat soccer team celebrates with their second straight Region 23 title. Photo submitted 


The Jones County Junior 
College Lady Bobcats had 
yet another successful 
season. Led by tenth-year 
head coach Dolores Deasley, 
this year’s team not only 
won the MACJC/Region 23 
Tournament championship, 
but the MACJC South 
Division title as well. 

With 14 new players, the 
team had to come together 
and work harder than ever. 
Thankfully, their drive and 
determination played out 
on the field, earning them 
advancement to the NJCAA 
District H playoff game 
in November. Teammates 
Aimee Durn, Mikayla Banks 
and Mary Margaret Parker 
led the team this year. After 
their win at the MACJC 
South Division Tournament, 
the Lady Bobcats were 8-1- 
1 overall and 6-0-1 in the 
division. 

Celeste Boutwell, 

Judith Verdaguer, Angel 
Ryals and Mia Holmes 
played throughout the 
tournament, showcasing 
the skills of the team and 
leading them to their fourth 
state title (2010, 2013, 2016, 
2017). The Lady Bobcats 


went on to win their second 
straight MACJC/Region 23 
tournament. Although it 
was a tough game, Durn and 
Holmes took full advantage 
of the opportunities they 
were given and were able 
to score another victory for 
the JCJC Lady Bobcats. 

The team had to overcome 
some adversity this season 


with three players quitting 
as well as having three 
others out due to injury. 
These problems did not set 
the team back. The team’s 
chemistry and work ethic 
carried them through the 
year and into success on 
the field. 

“Every year our 
expectations are the 


same. We have pretty high 
standards here at Jones, 
that comes down from our 
administration not just on 
the soccer field but in the 
classroom as well,” said 
Deasley. “The girls know 
that when they get here. 
They get together and 
set their own goals and 
standards for the season.” 



The Pick Six 


This month our very own Radionian staff will be picking NLL and College Lootball rivalry games. The pickers will be 
Zach McClain, Makayla Puckett, Kristen Feraci, Olivia Ward, Bethany Morris and Sam Houston. 


3=:i 

u rf © 

Zfflu 


08 Jr u 
. O lu 


</) 




Ravens 


Mississippi State Mississippi State Ole Miss Mississippi State Mississippi State Ole Miss 


Auburn 


Auburn 


Alabama 


Alabama 


Auburn 


Alabama 






































































DECEMBER 2017 


■ 




PAGE 7 


Sanctuary 

from page 3 

Project, explained that the 
Tenth Amendment gives 
broad powers to the states 
that include the ability to set 
policy agendas for local law 
enforcement, while it gives 
broad powers to the federal 
government to decide how 
to tax and spend dollars.” 
These cities can choose 


Viewpoint 

from page 3 

involvement with 

immigrants residing in 
each sanctuary as of 2017. 
However, “The Washington 
Times” reported that there 
are nearly 500 sanctuary 
jurisdictions as of 2017 and 
more are to come. Either 
way, sanctuary cities are 
surging through the United 
States. Of these numerous 


Vaccines 

from page 3 

prevent any diseases from 
forming and growing. 
According to vk.ovg.ox.ac. 
uk, “A single dose of the 
MMR vaccine protects at 
least 9 out of 10 of vaccinated 
children against measles. A 
second dose protects about 
90% of those who failed to 
make an immune response 


whether or not they want 
to comply with federal 
immigration policies. 
They can be as strict 
or as lax as they would 
like. This frustrates 
many conservatives and 
progressives alike. 

Sanctuary cities are in 
place to protect those that 
cannot protect themselves 
so they can succeed in a new 
country that they traveled 


jurisdictions, none have 
the goal of initiating a 
citizenship process for 
the immigrants. Instead, 
they insist on protection 
of refugees by denying 
federal ICE officers access 
to illegal immigrants who 
have committed crimes. 

It is off-putting to me that 
immigrants come to this 
country seeking a better 
life, but are greeted by 
something totally different. 
They come to cities that 


to the first dose.” That means 
about one out of 100 is 
unprotected by the vaccine. 
Even though parents still 
fear that their child will be 
that one out of 100, as long 
as 95 out of 100 receive the 
vaccine, the probability of 
protection will be much 
higher. Most children can 
survive without it, however, 
the guarantee of protection 
is why vaccines tend to be 


to. Those that are protected 
are able to do things they 
could not do in their home 
country. This gives them a 
new start. 

Sanctuary cities are not 
the enemy. According to 
the LA Times, “no legal 
system can perfectly 
implement justice in every 
circumstance.” These cities 
should be able to protect 
those that are in need of 


claim to protect them from 
deportation, but instead 
“protect” them from federal 
charges for crimes because 
they are essentially hidden 
from the laws of U.S. 
citizens. Protection is not 
avoiding confrontation 
and hoping that it goes 
away. If sanctuary cities 
truly believe in protecting 
residents, then offering 
easy ways to gain 
citizenship should be the 
first priority. 


pushed. 

The anti-vaccine 

movement is against 
immunization because the 
shots carry a weakened 
form of a virus. They believe 
there is a chance their body 
may not be able to fight it 
off and they could get sick 
after receiving the vaccine. 
For instance, some people 
do get sick with the flu 
after receiving a flu shot; 


protection. The people 
that need to be protected 
include immigrants. Instead 
of just throwing them out, 
let those who have come 
in illegally get a chance to 
apply for citizenship while 
under the protection of a 
sanctuary city. 

Sanctuary cities are 
merely safe havens for 
many. Let them continue to 
be. 


However, this simply is 
not the case. Sanctuary 
cities should be cracked 
down on, as they cause 
more harm than good to 
local communities and 
refugee immigrants. These 
cities seem to sweep the 
actual issues that concern 
these immigrants under the 
rug in any attempt to spite 
the federal government 
rather than to grant the 
help that they need. 


however, the flu may be 
another strain. 

These concerns should 
no longer be ignored. The 
requirement of taking these 
chances should be ceased. 
The vaccines may work on 
some people but for those 
whose body cannot fight off 
the germs, they deserve a 
chance of being heard as to 
why they no longer believe 
in these shots. 


Opera 

from page 5 

Although reproduced 
by college students, the 
quality of the performance 
on Nov. 3 was superb. The 
Phantom, who was played 
by Ezekiel Andrew, took 
great care to match the 
unique voice with which 
the character sings. In 
addition, Christine, played 
by Gabrielle Richardson, 
showcased her wide vocal 
range which typically 
accompanies the part. 
The rest of the cast did 


Parade 

from page 5 

other’s company over 
breakfast. 

“I am looking forward to 
the delicious pancakes,” said 
Ginny Hosey, a freshman at 
JCJC. The pancakes will be 
available before and after 
the parade. 

There will also be the 


Material 

from page 3 

Christmas gifts alone, 
but who’s to say that 
it’s required? Instead of 
going shopping, consider 
volunteering at a homeless 
shelter or buying groceries 


an excellent job with their 
supporting roles. To add 
to the on-stage talent, 
special effects such as 
lights, moving props and 
fire added drama to the 
scenes. The costumes were 
tediously put together in 
order to accurately depict 
the time period in which 
the musical was set. They 
also added extra vibrancy 
to the stage. 

All in all, two thumbs 
up would be given to this 
production. The cast and 
crew did an exceptional job 
reproducing this classic. 


official lighting of the tree 
held in downtown Laurel. 
The event falls on the 
Thursday before the first 
Saturday of December. At 
the lighting there will be 
local choir groups along 
with children’s choirs and 
dancers. It starts at 5:30 
p.m. at Pinehurst Park on 
Fifth Avenue located across 
from City Hall in downtown 
Laurel. 


for those who can’t afford 
it. Better yet, if you do 
receive new clothes or toys 
this holiday season, have a 
closet clean-out to donate 
the ones from past years. 
Remember to practice 
generosity this December, 
and always seek to give 
rather than to spend. 


Russia 

from page 3 

have matching Twitter 

accounts. 

Interestingly enough, 
Twitter has been nothing but 
generous with the releasing 
of information regarding 
the current scandal. 


Star 

from page 5 

Ultimately, Rey is 
successful in tracking down 
Luke, but the movie did not 
divulge into what happened 
afterwards, a task that is 
now left up to “Star Wars: 
The Last Jedi.” 

The trailers for the newest 
addition to the series have 


Adulting 

from page 1 

random students from 
Jones County Junior 
College and concluded that 
19 percent know how to 
fill out taxes. Even though 
47 percent of the students 
took life skill classes in 
high school, the most 
common skill that students 
knew how to perform 
was cooking a meal at 41 
percent. Maybe in general 
it’s assumed that there isn’t 
a need to learn basic skills, 
but maybe there really is a 
need. 

The constant push 
on Common Core and 
becoming the best at SAT, 
ACT and other standardized 
tests might be an issue 
as well. Do students truly 


Twitter has revealed that 
an additional 179 accounts 
were uncovered on the 
social media site, according 
to BGR.com. 

Twitter announced that 
it took action against linked 
account posts such as the 
“text-to-vote!” campaign, 
an attempt to hinder Clinton 
votes by inaccurately 


certainly garnered quite the 
bit of interest from the Star 
Wars community, and they 
have left more than a small 
amount of details up in the 
air for speculation. What is 
all but confirmed, however, 
is that Luke starts to train 
Rey, only for him to grow at 
least semi fearful of her due 
to her immense strength, 
the levels of which he only 


learn, discover, process 
information and problem 
solve in school when 
the focus seems to be 
on passing the tests and 
getting a great score? 

Students have so many 
choices to make, at an age 
when they’re not really 
prepared to make them. 
Higher education, such as 
a university degree, seems 
to be pushed on students, 
which is good for some, 
but it is not the only route 
to take. In the Radionian 
survey, 60 percent of 
students would have 
taken both vocational and 
academic classes in high 
school if they were given 
the opportunity. This could 
be beneficial as students 
have time to discover the 
best route for their future. 

Another educational 


informing her constituents 
that voting could be done 
via text. Twitter informed 
its users that one could not 
submit a valid vote through 
text message. Twitter is now 
attempting to strengthen ad 
transparency to insure that 
a scandal of this magnitude 
does not happen again. 

While nothing blatantly 


felt once before, in Kylo 
Ren, the antagonist of “The 
Force Awakens” and the son 
of Han Solo and the newly 
named General Leia. 

With Rey potentially 
being compared to the main 
bad guy of the new series 
and Luke Skywalker himself 
leaving the cryptic quote 
that “It’s time for the Jedi 
to end,” fans will no doubt 


issue is the choice between 
community college and 
universities. For those who 
choose to go to college, 
some feel pushed to head 
straight for a university 
because some consider it 
“bigger and better” than a 
smaller two-year school. 

These beliefs have 
caused students to lose 
opportunities in life, 
whether it be a career or 
technical position they may 
have loved, a community 
college education that 
could have led to once in 
a lifetime experiences or a 
high school education that 
provided opportunities 
through exploration and 
creativity. 

Another problem for 
students is that some 
parents no longer 
encourage their kids 


illegal occurred during 
the social media invasion, 
the act was unethical. Not 
only did an unrelated party 
attempt to sway votes in 
hope of having the election 
go a certain way, but a sense 
of mistrust was planted in 
the hearts of the American 
people. 


flock to theaters when the 
movie releases on Dec. 15 
of this year. It will no doubt 
serve as a great addition 
to the series that fans will 
enjoy amid the Christmas 
season. The series has taken 
some interesting turns 
throughout its time, and 
this movie will no doubt be 
another addition to that list. 


to become real adults. 
Responsibilities have 
not been taken seriously 
because of “helicopter 
parents” still treating young 
adults like kids. In the past, 
the majority of young adults 
were out of the house, on 
their own and married at 
18 (survey results revealed 
46% of their parents were 
married at age 21 or below). 
Today there is pressure to 
do the opposite, which has 
resulted in the majority of 
students surveyed planning 
to get married after the age 
of 25 ...or not ever. 

Students today may 
sometimes seem lost, 
uncertain or confused in 
a situation, but they’ll do 
what they’ve always done, 
turn to the internet to find 
the answer. This time, it will 
be #howtoadult. 


Bobcats 

from page 6 

Community College Lions 
on Nov. 4 for the first round 
of the playoffs. The Bobcats 
put up a tremendous fight 
against the Lions but came 
up short. The EMCC Lions 
would beat the Bobcats to 
a score of 24-20. 

When asked about the 
loss, Coach Buckley said, 
“We had a great game plan 
for them. The bottom line 
was that we could not 
score in the red-zone. We 
had five drives inside the 
Lions 20-yard line that 
came up short for us. To 


Leaving 

from page 6 

early to start their 
professional career while 
their bodies can still 
perform at a competitive 
level. Many of the athletes 
that leave their respective 
universities to play 
professionally are from 
poor upbringings. In an 
article from NewsMax. 
com, 86 percent of 
college athletes are from 
underprivileged families. 
These athletes in many 
situations are not playing 
for the betterment of 
themselves, but for their 
entire family. 

People on the other 
side of the issue disagree 
with the athletes’ decision 
to leave school early. 
Such people believe that 
athletes should stay in 


drive down the field to 
inside their 20-yard line 
and not score points is 
what hurt us at the end of 
the game.” 

The loss the Bobcats 
suffered in the playoffs 
against EMCC may have 
ended their season, but 
they end it with a record of 
8-2 and 6-0 in conference. 

“This season will not go 
down as a failure in my 
book. To look how far this 
program has come since 
this coaching staff has 
arrived is very impressive,” 
said Buckley. “We will take 
this year’s experiences we 
have learned as a team and 
put them into next season.” 


school all four years to 
earn their diplomas. In a 
survey taken by the NCAA 
in 2012, only 1.1 percent of 
college basketball players 
will make it to the NBA, 
and football players only 
have a 1.5 percent chance 
of making it to the NFL. 

For an athlete to leave 
college early is his or 
her decision. In many 
cases, athletes will make 
their decision regarding 
the condition of their 
family. These young men 
and women are put into 
situations they should not 
be in. For a 19 or 20-year- 
old to make life altering 
decisions is unfair to both 
the student-athlete and 
the university. But if an 
athlete makes the decision 
to stay all four years and 
graduate with a degree, it 
might work out better for 
that person in the long run. 


Bolden 

from page 6 

Since Bolden has been 
at Jones he has been 
welcomed with open 
arms. Bolden said he is 
amazed at how friendly and 
supportive the faculty is at 
Jones. He said he has never 
been to a place where the 
people are willing to make 
sure his job goes smoothly 
and are always there to 
help. 


“We’re all on the same 
team here at Jones,” said 
Bolden. 

Bolden was the first 
one in his family to play 
basketball. He started 
playing in the fourth grade 
and his passion for the 
sport grew from there. 
Bolden was a Dandy Dozen, 
and he went on to play 
college basketball at Texas 
Southern in Houston, 
Texas. Bolden also had 
the opportunity to play 
professional basketball in 


Brazil, Iceland and Canada. 

Bolden looks at the prior 
success of the basketball 
program at Jones as a 
challenge. He hopes that 
the men on his team build 
character on and off of 
the court. This year the 
Bobcats are made up of 
10 freshmen and four 
sophomores. Bolden looks 
to the relatively new and 
unexperienced team with 
optimism. 

“It’s all about patience 
and trusting the process 


with this new group of 
guys,” said Bolden. 

The Bobcats think 
highly of their new coach. 
He teaches his team all 
the little things about 
basketball that make such a 
difference in the way they 
play their game. Bolden 
is very competitive. He’ll 
never let another coach 
out coach him in a game. 
Bolden gives his all on the 
court and expects his team 
to do the same. 

JCJC freshman guard 


David McCoy said, “Coach 
Bolden is more of a role 
model to me than a coach. 
He is like a father figure to 
me. Coach Bolden playing 
internationally definitely 
shows through in his 
coaching because he knows 
so much about the game of 
basketball.” 

Bolden expects some ups 
and downs and growing 
pains in the start of this 
season. He is hopeful that 
by January the guys will 
come together and play 


better basketball in the 
second half of their season. 

The Bobcats opened their 
season Thursday, Nov. 2 
when they played Louisiana 
Christian Prep and played 
Coahoma Friday, Nov. 
3. The Bobcats were 
victorious in both games. 
Bobcats won 98-86 against 
Louisiana Christian Prep, 
and they beat Coahoma 
78-74. These games mark 
a successful debut for the 
Bobcats as well as new JCJC 
head coach Randy Bolden. 
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Games 

from page 5 

One game that celebrates 
the holiday in a much 
grander fashion is the ever- 
recognizable “Minecraft.” 
Aside from the difference in 
magnitude, the showing of 
the holiday in “Minecraft” 
is not as subtle. By putting 


on a “mash-up pack,” which 
changes how the player’s 
character, the enemies, 
and the world looks, 
“Minecraft” is turned into a 
Christmas-themed world of 
blocks. Villagers are clad in 
clothes more fitting of the 
season than their normal 
outfits, certain enemies 
are dressed in suits similar 
to jolly old Saint Nicholas, 


and the players can make 
themselves look like a 
number of holiday-themed 
characters. 

Many of these additions 
to games do not necessarily 
need it to be Christmas in 
the real world in order to be 
seen, but there is certainly 
a unique feeling brought 
on by seeing them during 
the holiday season. These 


additions have no doubt 
ignited creativity in the 
minds of players, ranging 
from simple additions to 
vast worlds being created 
in game to show off these 
features. And at the end 
of the day, these games 
are giving players new 
experiences, and isn’t 
giving what Christmas is all 
about? 


Robertson 

from page 4 

eats and take medicine 
anytime he eats. Although 
these negative effects can 
be a stumbling block, the 
positive effects make up for 
them. 

Robertson looks at all 


he has been through as an 
opportunity to truly and 
deeply appreciate life and 
the people surrounding 
him. In a previous interview 
with the “Hattiesburg 
American” he was asked if 
he could go back 10 years 
and give his younger self 
advice in life, what would 
it be? His response was, 


“I would tell myself that 
everything will be okay and 
to keep fighting.” 

“Its hard to be picky 
about life when you know 
how bad things could be for 
you,” said Robertson. 

Therefore, he takes 
everything he has been 
through and uses it as 
the very reason for his 


determination and purpose. 
Although the steps that got 
him to where he is today 
might not have been ideal 
for his goals and dreams at 
first, they have contributed 
to where he is now, and he 
could not be more thankful 
for his journey of life. 


Pearl 

from page 4 

nostalgic appearance. 
Madelyn Cooley said that 
Ms. Pearl makes the best 
banana pudding, and 


Tiffany Blair loved the 
helpful and nice employees. 

Maggie Swindall, ADN 
student, said, “It’s more 
than good, it’s great!” 

With time, Ms. Pearl 
and her crew expect to 
expand their business 


hours and said they are in 
an experimental stage right 
now. Ms. Pearl said that 
finding the best cooks is 
very important to her, and 
that she only wants people 
who have a real passion for 
cooking. Once the kitchen 


staff and business expand, 
so can their business hours. 

To keep up with The 
Pearl Diner, follow them 
on Instagram @eatatpearls 
and on Facebook at The 
Pearl Diner. 


Art 

from page 2 

throughout Jones County 
at local events and 
numerous art festivals. 
Her work has also been 
viewed at Southern 
Breeze, a gallery in Jackson 


and at the Attic gallery in 
Vicksburg. Her paintings 
recently appeared in the 
movie “Kidnap,” which was 
filmed in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 

JCJC freshman DaJuanya 
Burtln said, “Wow, 
these painting are truly 
impressive and inspiring. 
Her talent radiates 


through each canvas.” 

Some of her artwork 
includes paintings entitled 
“In the Night Shadows,” 
“Electrifying” and “Three 
Guitars.” 

Walters’ energetic and 
intensely-hued color 
scene has been popular 
for years. 

Painting instructor at 


JCJC Paula Pierce said, “I 
particularly love the group 
of work entitled ‘Chaotic 
Life Journal’ because I 
think it embodies Amy’s 
range of talent.” 

The gallery is open to the 
public Monday through 
Friday without a fee. 


Jingle 

from page 1 

This is JC Voices 
member, Amy Champion’s 
third time performing 
in Jingle Jazz. She is 
excited to be singing 
“God Bless Us Everyone” 
which is arranged by Dr. 


Mackenzie Edgley and 
“Getting in the Mood for 
Christmas.” 

“I like that Jingle Jazz 
is a benefit concert 
that we perform for 
the community. It’s my 
favorite concert of the 
year,” said Champion. 

“We are very fortunate 
that the community 


supports us. The Angel 
Tree is a way that others 
can give back to the 
community while we 
in turn give back music 
and songs to them,” said 
Jennifer Bruton, JCJC 
Fine Arts instructor. 

Jingle Jazz Christmas 
is a great way to kick off 
the holidays while giving 


back to the community. 
For more information, 
call the JCJC Fine Arts 
Department at 601- 
477-4094 or follow JCJC 
Fine Arts on Facebook 
and Twitter. For more 
information on the Angel 
Tree Project, go to http :// 
salvationarmyalm.org/ 
angeltree/ 


Ruth 

from page 4 

class.” 

Ruth earned her 
bachelor’s of science 
in applied sociology, 
her master’s of social 


sciences with an 
emphasis in sociology, 
history and political 
science, and her master’s 
of science in counseling 
psychology with an 
emphasis in marriage 
and family therapy from 
Mississippi College. 


Passion 

from page 4 

to teach others to ride 
horses. She is passionate 
about her horses and said 


that riding is something 
she will never give up. 

“My personal motto is 
‘follow your dreams.’ It is 
important to do what you 
love,” said McClellan. 


Justice 

from page 4 

McSwain, Melissa Taylor, 
Andrew Anderson, 

Kennedy Clark, Jordan 
Thurman, Jacob Lieux, 
Connor McRaney and 
Austin Leonard. 


Students interested in 
joining the association 
should contact Jay 
Yarbrough at jay. 
yarbrough@jcjc.edu 
for more information. 
Students must submit an 
application and pay a fee 
for membership. 


Musical 

from page 2 

and timeless show, 
“The King and I” has the 
capability to be a hit. 

“This is my fourth 
year here at Jones. I was 
involved in ‘Guys & Dolls,’ 
‘The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee’ and 
‘Smokey Joe’s Cafe’, but 
this year has generated 
more excitement than 
any other year,” said 


Bruton. 

For those who are 
interested in seeing 
“The King and I,” there 
will be three showings 
from March 2-4 at 7 p.m. 
with a Sunday matinee 
at 2:30 p.m. Tickets will 
be available at the door 
before each showing of 
the musical at $10 for 
adults and $5 for children. 
JCJC students can get in 
free as long as they have 
their student I.D. 


Weist 

from page 2 

something that these 
men will always have to 
deal with. There is no 
way to cure PTSD, only 
ways to make living 
with it easier. 

Lastly, Wiest 

explained that the 
soldiers are real people 
and the best way 
to learn about their 
experiences is to talk to 
those who are willing 


while we still can. 

“We need to go a little 
deeper than waving a 
flag and saying thank 
you for your service,” 
said Wiest. 

“Dr. Wiest’s 

presentation was 

very informative and 
helped me to better 
understand all that was 
sacrificed during the 
Vietnam war overseas 
on the battlefront and 
at home in America,” 
said JCJC freshman 
Matthew Sexton. 
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1 Ice cream 
flavor, for 
short 

5 Greek moun¬ 
tain 

8 Raced 

12 Head light? 

13 Sister 

14 Superhero 
garb 

15 Right angles 

16 Powerful stick 

17 Vicinity 

18 Like some 
desserts 

20 Mideast 
nation 

22 "—thefields 
we go" 

23 Skillet 

24 Energizes, 
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Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all 
directions forward, backward, up, down and diagonally 


Ambition 

Desire 

Issue 

Pain 

At the stake 

Down 

Love 

Question 

Bridges 

Heat 

Of Rome 

Thirst 

Bush 

Inside 

Oil 
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way 
that each row across, each column down and 
each small 9-box square contains all of the 
numbers from one to nine. 


DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ♦♦♦ 


♦ Moderate ♦♦ Challenging 
♦ ♦♦ HOO BOY! 
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Today's youth possess tech skills, 
but less in maturity, independence 


What is the most important 
life skill students need to have 
before going to college? 


♦ How to manage your 
time and prioritize. 

♦ Basic money skills. 

♦ How to wash clothes. 

♦ Howto cook. 

♦ How to study. Study 
skills. 

♦ To be rooted in faith, 
morals and family. 

♦ How to budget money 
and handle finances. 


♦ Social skills. 

♦ Have self motivation. 

♦ Self discipline. 

♦ How to be responsible, 
organized and dedicated. 

♦ Be able to change a tire. 

♦ Be able to save money. 

♦ Email etiquette. 

♦ Communication skills. 

♦ Ambition. Be self 
sufficient. Be responsible. 


Answers from a poll in JCJC English classes. 


Kristen Feraci 

FEATURES EDITOR 

Teens are taking longer 
and longer to mature. 
According to an article 
on CNN.com, “...young 
adults are taking longer 
to settle into careers, 
marry and have children.” 
Kids are taking longer to 
start driving, have a job, 
move away from home, 
get married and longer to 
become independent in 
general, according to the 
same CNN.com article. 
Today’s youth has less of 
a drive to start their adult 
lives and are content living 
at home. 

“I think if you ask any 
college professor, they’ll 
tell you students these days 
are woefully unprepared 
in basic life skills,” said 
Yamalis Diaz, a clinical 
assistant professor of child 
and adolescent psychiatry 
at NYU Langone Medical 
Center, in New York City. 

Cbsnews.com said 

that, while teens aren’t 


having to grow up before 
they’re ready, they are 
also going into college or 
the workforce without 
any experience being 
independent. 

Ablogonthrivetherapyla. 
com said, “They are used to 
being surrounded by other 
young-people who think 
like them, use technology 
like them, and who were 
raised in a similarly highly 
scheduled manner.” The 
blog went on to say, 
“Their bosses often don’t 
understand their need for 
structure, and give them 
a lot of freedom to figure 
things out on their own.” 

A study by “Child 
Development” showed 
that from the 1970s to 
2010, the number of teens 
with paying jobs dropped 
from 76 percent to 55 
percent. This lack of work 
experience can make it 
hard to get a job later in 
life. The same article said 
that parents can also play 
a role in delaying maturity. 
“Hovering” parents are 


parents who watch over 
their children a little too 
closely and schedule 
them a little to forcefully, 
preventing them from 
learning how to handle 
problems on their own and 
not giving them room to 
grow. 

Kids growing up slower 
isn’t all bad. Cbsnews. 
com said that kids are less 
likely to drink alcohol and 
have sex than kids in the 
‘80s and ‘90s. One reason 
teens might be getting into 
trouble less is because, 
according to Jean Twenge, 
a generational difference 
researcher, with the 
rise of the internet and 
smartphones, they aren’t 
going out as much and 
aren’t socializing as much. 

So, while it may be good 
that under-aged drinking 
and teen pregnancy is less 
prevalent, less socializing 
also means more 
depression, less dating, 
less common sense and 
less making connections 
that can help future 


careers. 

Another effect of delayed 
maturity is waiting to 
get married. Theatlantic. 
com said, “For decades, 
the average age at which 
Americans marry has been 
creeping higher. In 1960 
the average groom was 
almost 23, and his bride a 
few months over 20. 

According to data from 
Pew Research Center, by 
2011, average marriage age 
had climbed to nearly 29 
years for men and 26 and 
a half years for women.” 
So why do younger people 
want to wait longer to get 
married? According to the 
same article, young people 
want to focus more on 
their economic situations 
before getting married 
and starting a family. 
Apparently, the rising cost 
of living is making it more 
difficult for young people 
to start their own lives. 

If Twenge is right 
about the correlation 
between smartphones 
and depression, then it’s 


likely that one reason 
kids are growing up 
slower is because they’re 
already stressed enough 
without adding real-world 
responsibilities. 

While it’s good that 
young people are not 
getting into as much 
trouble as previous 
generations, the lack of 


independence and social 
skills is only making their 
futures harder. If parents 
teach their children 
more time and money 
management skills and 
let them make their own 
mistakes, young people 
might be able to start 
their adult lives with more 
confidence and success. 


What do you like least 
about “adulting”? 


♦ Making life decisions 
and not being able to see 
the outcome until the later 
future. 

♦ Life begins to move too 
fast! 

♦ Everything is your 
responsibility. 

♦ I don’t like not knowing 
how to adult. 

♦ College is full of first 
times when it comes to 
adulting and sometimes I 
don’t know what’s going 
on. 

♦ It wouldn’t have been 
so bad if I were more 
prepared, but people tell 
you it’s difficult but neglect 
to teach you anything to 
prepare you. It’s just a big, 
rough transition. 

♦ How there is nothing to 
100 percent prepare you for 
it except to be thrown right 
in the middle of it. 

♦ I hate spending all my 
money on bills. 

♦ Student loans; feeling 
guilty if you take naps. 

♦ The accountability. 

♦ Adulting is a part of 
life, but I hate the lack 
of preparation. We are 
expected to just know how 
to handle life as an adult, 
while being treated as a 
child. 

♦ Cooking. 


♦ Handling things my 
mom did for me on my 
own and spending my own 
money. 

♦ Being broke all the time! 

♦ I don’t like getting used 
to being so independent. 

♦ Having to remember so 
manythings, making so 
many decisions. 

♦ Just the feeling of being 
overwhelmed with sudden 
responsibilities. 

♦ I don’t like getting old. 

♦ Having to go through 
hard times yet still come to 
school (I’m currently very 
sick). 

♦ Taxes. Paying for gas. 

♦ Bills. 

♦ Responsibility 

♦ Talkingto people. 

♦ Everything. 

♦ College debt. 

♦ Making my own 
appointments. 

♦ A lot of responsibilities, 
but comes with a lot of 
freedoms. 

♦ Not getting much help 
from parents. 

♦ Not having the chance to 
take life skill classes. 

♦ There is too much to 
worry about. 

♦ Learning to balance 
eating and spending 
habits. 


Answers from a poll in JCJC English classes. 


Which of these do you 
know how to do? 

Cook a Do taxes 



Change a 
tire 24% 


Answers from a poll in JCJC English classes. 


Growth gap shows in generations 


Bethany Morris 

BOBCATPRESS EDITOR 

It seems like today’s 
generation lacks 

knowledge on simple life 
skills, the skills that their 
parents and generations 
before them used on an 
everyday basis. Skills 
such as taking care of 
possessions, cooking, 
paying bills and working on 
cars are tasks many college 
students do not know how 
to do. 

Also, in this generation 
there seems to be a gap in 
marriage. Many college- 
aged adults today are not 
even thinking of marriage, 
unlike their parents before 
them. In past years people 
did get married earlier. 
Today the institution of 
marriage is not viewed 
as a necessity of life and 
survival. Young people 
can get married and move 
away from their parents 
or not get married and 
be dependent on their 
parents. Today’s youth is 
growing up slower than 
generations in the past. 


The modern generation 
does not take pride and 
care of their possessions 
as generations in the past. 
Due to the accessibility 
and modern conveniences, 
whenever a possession 
breaks they simply just run 
to the store and pick up a 
new one. They do not look 
into repairing it themselves 
like the generations of the 
past had to do. 

Former generations 
either had to work to 
obtain their possessions 
or they recognized the 
sacrifice that their parents 
made to give them their 
possessions. The current 
generation takes for 
granted their possessions 
because they were simply 
given to them. 

An example of this is in 
the ‘50s and ‘60s not every 
kid had a bicycle, and the 
ones that did counted 
themselves as fortunate. 
In the ‘70s and ‘80s most 
children had bicycles, but 
they realized that they 
were likely to have only 
that one, and because of 
this they took pride in 


it and took care of it. In 
modern times children 
at a certain age expect to 
receive a bicycle, and if it 
is damaged they expect 
to receive a new one. 
Because of this, modern 
children do not realize the 
value of possessions. 

According to 

Aspeneducation.crchealth. 
com, there was a study 
done by Dr. Jean Twenge 
that proved that the 
children of today feel 
entitled. Twenge of San 
Diego State University 
studied more than 16,400 
students who took the 
Narcissistic Personality 
Inventory between 1982 
and 2006. In 1982, only 
a third of the students 
scored above average 
on the test. Today that 
number is over 65%. 
The number of entitled 
children will only increase 
as time progresses. 

In past generations 
cooking was a necessity, 
but now the convenience 
of microwave meals and 
drive throughs have caused 
a lack of knowledge and 


need to cook. A society 
that values a quick-paced 
lifestyle would want food 
given at a rapid rate. 

Since the development 
of the modern automobile, 
young people have taken an 
interest in the mechanical 
working of their vehicle. 
There was a time that on 
weekends across America 
young men and women 
spent hours working on 
and making improvements. 
Today young people do not 
even know how to jump 
start their battery, fix flat 
tires or add water to the 
coolant system. 

The blame is not 
necessarily on this 
generation for being 
lazy or ungrateful, but 
the generations before 
who made these modern 
conveniences available and 
did not raise their children 
to value hard work. While 
former generations were 
trying to make life easier 
for future generations, 
providing them with all 
the modern conveniences 
may have hindered them 
instead of helping. 



51% of students say their parents 

60% of students 

14% of students 

3 

married between ages 18-24 

say their parents 

say neither have 
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and education have 

prepared them to 

■1 

46% of students say they plan to 

prepared them to 

be an adult. 
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CL 

marry between the ages of 25-30 

be an adult. 



Career Tech, College Prep shouldn't be either/or 


Makayla Puckett 

NEWS EDITOR 

From a young age, 
students are guided into 
a path in which teachers 
and counselors think they 
will be most suited. By the 
time students reach high 
school they must make 
the choice between a 
career technical education 
or a college preparatory 
education. Both are viable 
options for a quality 
education, however, 
career technical classes 
have a negative stigma 
attached to them. 

Career technical 

education, or CTE, classes 
get the reputation of 
just preparing students 
for manual labor such as 
welding or construction. 
While those classes are 
offered, CTE courses can 


also include programs 
dealing with law, education 
or medical fields. CTE 
is designed to provide 
students with practical 
skills and knowledge 
dealing with their future 
career, not necessarily 
take the option of college 
away. 

If high school students 
are able to take both career 
and college preparatory 
classes, it gives them the 
opportunity to decide on 
a potential career while 
in some cases earning 
certification in that field. 
This gives students a 
competitive edge whether 
applying for college or a 
career after high school. If 
college is the chosen track, 
having legitimate hands- 
on experience makes 
the student a more well- 
rounded person in the eyes 


Would you have taken 
both vocational and 
academic classes if 
you had been given 
the opportunity in high 
school? 

60% Yes 


of admission counselors 
and scholarship donors. 
On the other hand, 
that same experience 
could give students an 
advantage when it comes 
to seeking employment in 
the workforce. 

Not only could CTE 
courses help those 
continuingtheir education, 
but the education gained 
from these courses could 
also help future workers. 
There are many associate 
degree programs available 
at schools such as JCJC 


which provide students 
with the highest attainable 
degree in their field. This 
provides an opportunity to 
go into the workforce at a 
higher pay grade after just 
two years of college. 

In both high school and 
college, CTE classes and 
vocational majors are 
written off as unworthy 
of time and money 
due to the stereotypes 
associated with blue- 
collar workers. The 
reality is, these programs 
provide skills that people 
still need but many are 
not willing to learn which 
creates a higher demand 
for employees. Students 
should consider all options 
throughout their high 
school years in order to 
make an educated decision 
on what path to choose 
after graduation. 
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„ , n r 4 Most Beautiful 

Photos by Leanne Dunagin and Cynthia Anders 



Left, Kaleigh Schmidt holds her 
plaque and roses after being 
crowned Most Beautiful the night of 
November 7 on the JCJC campus. 

Below, the Top Five contestants are, 
left to right, 3rd Alternate Caroline 
Jones, 1st Alternate Natalie Welch, 
Most Beautiful Kaleigh Schmidt, 

2nd Alternate Haley Smith and 4th 
Alternate Ashlynn Breland. 

The Top Ten contestants include 
the Top Five and Makayla Puckett, 
Victoria Strickland, Callie Shows, 
Brittany McCuistion and Kaylee Lack. 
They are pictured on stage below in 
random order. 
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^UNIVERSITY*/ 

Mississippi 


Ole Miss was named to 
the 2017 Phi Theta Kappa 
Honor Roll 


Our Scholarships include: 


PTK 

Scholarship 


requires membership 
in PTK with 3.25 GPA 
on 48 transferable 
community 
college hours 


Academic 
Excellence 2 
Scholarship 


requires 3.5 
GPA on 48 
transferable 
community 
college hours 


Academic 
Excellence 1 
Scholarship 


requires 3.0 
GPA on 48 
transferable 
community 
college hours 


PTK Scholarship stacks with one of the Academic Excellence Scholarships 


Come Visit. Apply Now. 



Careers in Health Care Symposium 
January 24 @WCU 


Featuring health care educators and employers 
from around the region 


WCU College of Health Sciences 

School of Nursing 

Offers BSN, RN-BSN, MSN, MSN-MBA, and PhD. BSN classes in 
Hattiesburg and Tradition. All other programs are hybrid or online. 

Health Administration and Education 

Emphasizes the skills needed in the development of managers, 
educators, and administrators in a variety of health care settings. 

Health Information Management 

Prepares individuals to analyze and respond to health information 
data. The curriculum combines information and business 
technology, business management, biomedical sciences, and health 
care organization. Graduates qualify to sit for the RHIA exam. 

Doctor of Physical Therapy 

Prepares students to become physical therapy practitioners. 



William Carey 

UNIVERSITY 


wmcarey.edu eoi -31a-6103 


H0ME*AL0Ne2 

Lost In Mew York 



“M mmm mm 
SMELL THAT 
MARY?” 


-Harry 

1594 Hwy 15N, Laurel 

Sun-Wed 10am-11 pm • Thurs-Sat 10am-1 am 



For a full list of scholarships go online to 

transfer.olemiss.edu 






























